Peterhouse

Peterhouse is the Cambridge experience at its best
and most approachable – you won’t find a better
place to call home for three years!
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It’s really friendly – at Peterhouse you have the
opportunity to be somebody in an environment
as competitive as Cambridge University.
NicK

welcome to peterhouse

Contrary to popular belief,
there is no ‘typical Cambridge
student’ and the same is true
of Peterhouse students.
Jennie
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A unique environment
Peterhouse is, above all, an exciting and friendly place to be. As the oldest and
smallest of the undergraduate Colleges, it offers a unique environment, close to the
main Arts, Engineering and Science faculties and the centre of the city, but just off
the tourist trail.
Peterhouse’s small size (we admit about 75 Freshers a year) makes for a really
friendly atmosphere. Staff are able to offer you individual attention throughout your
degree. Peterhouse students come from an enormously wide range of backgrounds,
with varied interests and opinions. Many come from overseas. The only things our
students all have in common are high academic ability, a commitment to their
subject, and the willingness to work hard.
At Peterhouse you can choose what type of Cambridge experience you have – the
traditional side of Cambridge life is there for you to enjoy if you choose, but it is by
no means stifling. Our support and facilities for both academic work and extracurricular activities are also superb – second only to the diversity of our students.
Add to that the stunning grounds, a thriving social scene and good-quality
accommodation, guaranteed throughout your degree, and we think you’ll find that
Peterhouse is the perfect choice for your time at Cambridge.
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A day in the life of
a first-year:
Vidushi – Mathematician
Arriving at Peterhouse was a bit nervewracking – I’d never lived away from
home before and you wonder what
people will be like. It really helped that
all of the first-years are housed together.
There are seven different houses and
people are deliberately mixed up so you
meet people from different subjects, and
from all over the country, even the world.
Everyone’s keen to make friends so you’re
all in the same boat. I must have said
which A levels I did and where I was from
a hundred times!

Everyone’s keen to
make friends so
you’re all in the
same boat.
This first year has gone really fast. I’ve
enjoyed my course, and my Director of
Studies (who I’d already met at my
interview) was really helpful. I haven’t just
worked though. I’ve got a fair amount of
flying in through the Officer Training
Corps and, as well as loads of rowing,
I’m also now the cox for the men’s
A boat!

Vidushi

why peterhouse?

The gardens are a fantastic
aspect of college – it takes the
stress out of an essay when
you can walk through the
Deer Park to the Library.
Timothy
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Great, good value accommodation guaranteed
Peterhouse freshers get some of the best rooms in Cambridge and are all housed
together so that it’s easy to make friends in your first few weeks here. You won’t
have to worry about finding accommodation in any other year either because we
can house you right through your undergraduate years, even for four-year degrees
such as Engineering and Natural Sciences.
Peterhouse is strikingly pretty. As the oldest College, founded in 1284, Peterhouse
has a real sense of history and students use buildings every day that have been in
use for 700 years! But we don’t expect you to live in a time-warp - IT facilities are
top-rate and every room in College has an Internet connection.

All rooms are fully-furnished, centrally-heated singles with bathroom and kitchen
facilities nearby. You have a choice of price band and you only have to pay for the
weeks that you spend here. This is just one of the factors that make Cambridge
much more affordable than its reputation suggests.

Meals
Varsity rated
Peterhouse as
having the bestvalue rooms in the
University AND the
friendliest porters!

‘Hall’ provides three meals a day and in the evening you can choose between an
informal cafeteria meal or ‘Formal Hall’, a good-value three-course dinner by
candlelight. These are neither compulsory nor sombre occasions and are popular
amongst students. We happily cater for vegetarians.
Most students eat at least one meal in Hall every day - some rarely cook for
themselves at all. Meals are inexpensive and cafeteria meals are paid for by the item.
The quality and variety of Peterhouse food is excellent and is controlled by a

Peterhouse is a great
place to come home to!
Paul
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committee, which includes student
representation. Portion sizes are
legendary, even amongst rowers!
Each staircase also has a basic
kitchen (called a ‘gyp room’ in
Cambridge), where hot snacks and
simple meals can be prepared.

The grounds
Peterhouse is surrounded by four
acres of beautiful grounds, including
the Deer Park, and, unlike many
other College gardens, most of our
grass can be walked on. The gardens
are a well-kept secret, even in
Cambridge, and provide a fantastic,
peaceful haven, especially in the
summer months.

Getting around
Peterhouse is very central, so the
majority of sites you will need to visit
are within a ten-minute walk. Most
students use Cambridge’s favourite
form of transport, the bicycle, when
travelling further afield. A subsidised
bus service is also available between
Peterhouse, the out-of-town science
campuses and Addenbrooke’s
teaching hospital.

living

Supporting your studies
Peterhouse has strong traditions in both the Arts and the Sciences. We admit
undergraduates in all subjects except Geography, Land Economy, Education and
Veterinary Medicine.
While you will attend lectures, take examinations and use facilities at your Department
or Faculty, supervisions are arranged by the College. Supervisions are the forum for
the distinctive, Cambridge-style of teaching where just one or two students meet
on a weekly basis to discuss their work and ideas with a member of academic staff.
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Your supervisor will often be a Fellow of the College, while at other times you will
go to another College for supervision, just as undergraduates from other colleges
will come to be taught at Peterhouse. Peterhouse Fellows offer excellent teaching in
their areas of expertise and our links with specialists across the University mean that
you can be supervised by the appropriate person, regardless of which direction your
degree takes you in.
Peterhouse prides itself on providing interdisciplinary discussion and debate in
the form of student-run academic societies. The Perne Club invites speakers from
across Cambridge and Britain, such as Tariq Ali, Frank Kermode, Germaine Greer and
Tam Dalyell. The History Society attracts very large audiences to hear figures like
Tony Benn, David Starkey and Michael Portillo. The Kelvin Club provides discussion
of topical subjects in the Sciences, Medicine and Mathematics.

Facilities
We want you to succeed in your chosen degree so academic support and facilities
for your studies are given prime importance. Our library for instance, contains over
80,000 volumes and boasts wireless internet connection, work stations for lap-tops
and group study rooms. During term-time it is open until midnight. Well over 1,000
volumes are added every year on the recommendation of undergraduates, graduates
and Fellows. The computer room is well equipped and full-time Computer Officers
are available to help you with any computing issues.
Finally, generous funds are available from the College for particular purposes, such
as study-related travel during vacations. Particularly high-achieving students may
also receive funds from one of our academic scholarships.

The close-knit community is great. If you’re the type
of person who likes to know everyone in your year
and feel that, whoever you turn to, you’ll be
supported, then Peterhouse is the place for you.
Craig
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A day in the life of a
second-year:
Sam – Historian
I have a great group of friends in College.
They’re all in different subjects and year
groups. I’ve been heavily involved in
student journalism, have chaired the
Student Lib Dems group and I’ve helped
organise chapel activities.
I loved my first year but you feel more
settled in the second year – I’ve definitely
found my feet and have got into a routine
with work, which has helped me balance
the rest of life. My supervisors have

I’ve been challenged
to go outside my
academic comfort
zones but, even
when I felt daunted,
I’ve been supported
all the way.
helped me develop effective study skills
as well as teaching the course content.
History is one of Peterhouse’s fortes so
most of my supervision has been ‘in
house’. I’ve been challenged to go
outside my academic comfort zones but,
even when I felt daunted, I’ve been
supported all the way. I’m now really
looking forward to my final-year
dissertation – I’ve had College funding to
do research for it in Spain this summer.

Sam

working

It’s brilliant because both
competitive and totally noncompetitive sport is available!
Patrick
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Whatever way you want to fill your time outside academic work, whether with
acting, sport, writing for a student newspaper or throwing yourself into one of the
myriad of societies available here, Peterhouse provides a great springboard. From
social action groups to Ultimate Frisbee, our students are involved in a wide range
of clubs, societies and activities, both at College and University level.

Sport
Every year has its top-rate sportspeople, but opportunities also abound for the
first-time rower or just a Sunday kickabout. It’s easy to try out new activities at a
non-competitive level – maybe you will discover a talent you never knew you had!
At College level, you will find serious and not-so-serious teams in men’s and
women’s football, rugby, rowing, tennis, cricket and many more. We have a squash
court and multi-gym within the College grounds, while the games fields and tennis
courts are only ten minutes away.

Theatre and Music

The small size of the
College allows
students to acquire
skills outside
academia. Daisuke

The 180-seat Peterhouse Theatre has excellent acoustics and high-standard
audio-visual equipment. The Heywood Society puts on plays every year, often using
the College gardens in summer (for example, The Merchant of Venice, pictured on
the opposite page), as do other drama groups. The theatre also hosts concerts,
films and lectures.
The Peterhouse Music Society holds a regular series of well-attended recitals as well
as a number of larger scale concerts. We have a grand piano, and recital and practice
facilities, which are soon to be extended.
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Other interests
The Chapel Choir is enthusiastically
supported by the College, and
choristers receive singing tuition at
College expense. We offer several
choral scholarships each year –
information about the awards
scheme can be found on our
website. The Chapel has one of the
finest baroque organs in Cambridge,
and there are two organ scholars in
residence at any one time.
Our website has information about
many of the other interests we cater
for. The Photographic Society, Film
Society and Amnesty International
provide some current examples.
And if Peterhouse doesn't have the
society for you, you can go to the
University-wide ‘Freshers’ Fair’ in
your first week to join clubs devoted
to almost every conceivable interest
and a few more besides!
If, after a long day studying, all of this
seems like far too much effort, then
the College bar offers a welcoming
place to meet up with friends and the
Entertainment Committee put on
regular parties, theme nights and
events for every taste.

playing

Peterhouse has an open-minded and
stimulating intellectual atmosphere.
Oliver
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Individual attention
While supervisions provide an opportunity to look at your chosen topics in depth,
your overall guide on academic matters will be your Director of Studies (DOS) who,
in all but the smallest subjects, will always be a Fellow of Peterhouse. He or she will
often teach some of your papers, but the chief function of the DOS is to discuss
with you the particular shape your course should take, organise supervision, give
advice about lectures and reading, and generally help you to understand the wider
context of your subject. Your DOS will offer you individual attention, helping you to
choose the courses that will most appeal to you and that will build towards a degree
tailored to your particular interests.

It just feels really
personal – for
example, when I
needed funding for
field work over the
summer I was able
to talk to the
Senior Tutor and
the College was
really helpful. KatE

Your Tutor is responsible for your pastoral care and will usually be the same Fellow
for all three/four years. He or she will be from another subject, which makes it
easier for him or her to represent you should you be facing academic difficulties.
You are welcome to discuss personal, financial or academic issues with your Tutor.
The Peterhouse Porters, the College nurse, student representatives and your fellow
students will also be part of your support structure if life’s challenges sometimes
seem a little overwhelming at points during your time here.
Finally, the Chaplain and Dean are both happy to lend a listening ear to anyone in
the College whether or not about spiritual matters. You are also always welcome in
the Chapel: it provides a place of prayer, enquiry, creativity and community for
people from all sorts of spiritual backgrounds and traditions.
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A day in the life of an
overseas student:
Natalia – Anglo-Saxon,
Norse and Celtic
Coming here was pretty scary – not only
had I never lived away from my parents
but I’d never lived in England before! I’m
from Moscow and was at school in Japan.
I chose Cambridge because it offered a
unique course (Anglo-Saxon, Norse and
Celtic) in a unique environment. I also
really liked the idea of the very
personalised supervision system.

When I came to
interview, the
College arranged
accommodation
and were really
supportive. The
interview was
challenging, but
I quite enjoyed it!
I submitted an Open application and I’m
really pleased I ended up at Peterhouse.
Being in a small, friendly College
definitely made the transition to
Cambridge much easier. I’d describe it as
really homely and welcoming.
When I came to interview, the College
arranged accommodation and were really
supportive. The interview was challenging,
but I quite enjoyed it!
Now I’m here, I see my Tutor and Director
of Studies regularly and they’ve been really
helpful even though I’m in a small subject.
Now I’m applying for a Masters here!

Natalia

support

Our Admissions policy is straightforward:
we admit students solely on the basis of academic
ability and potential and we are committed to
offering places to the most able, regardless of
school or background.
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Our philosophy and approach
Because we are a small College, we are able to take great care over every application.
Although we try to achieve a 50:50 balance between Arts and Sciences, we have
no fixed quotas in any subject except Medicine (where the quota agreed with
the University is seven). Subject-specific information is available on our website.
We continue to interview the vast majority of applicants in Cambridge. For some of
our Overseas candidates, interviews may be available in the Far East instead.
Our normal conditional offer will be AAA at A2 and we sometimes make use of AEA
awards or STEP Mathematics (in Mathematics, Engineering and Natural Sciences).
However, we treat each application individually. Offers are designed to be realistic,
taking into account individual circumstances, including potential and likely level of
achievement. So the majority of those who receive offers will attain the grades
required. For further details about the typical offer in each subject or the level of
offers in IB or other qualifications, consult our website.

We would
encourage you
to consult the
College and the
University websites
for the most
up-to-date advice
on the Admissions
Process.

We fully support the Cambridge Special Access Scheme and encourage you to
apply even if your school has little or no experience of the Cambridge system.
Our Admissions Office is happy to help either individuals or teachers who need
advice on individual applications and we will gladly talk teachers new to Cambridge
applications through the necessary procedures, either by telephone or here in
Cambridge. We strongly recommend the University website (www.cam.ac.uk) which
gives an enormous amount of useful advice on the Admissions process, interviews
and schools events.
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why not you?

We are confident that Peterhouse will continue to
produce the Nobel Prize-winners, inventors and
Oscar nominees of the future, as well as the
doctors, lawyers, teachers and scientists.
The question is, could they be you?
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Peterhouse has always been an environment in which a wide range of talent can
flourish. Many of our more well-known graduates demonstrate this ethos: the Nobel
Prize-winner Max Perutz, who arrived as a refugee from Nazi-occupied Austria in
the 1930s, the Oscar-winning film director, Sam Mendes, and the bass guitarist
of the band Radiohead, Colin Greenwood, all came to Peterhouse. Lord Kelvin,

Frank Whittle, the inventor of the jet engine, the poet Thomas Gray, and Christopher
Cockerell, the inventor of the hovercraft, are some of the other famous names to
have called Peterhouse home in former centuries. Two recent Directors of Studies in
Natural Sciences, John Kendrew and Aaron Klug, were awarded Nobel Prizes while
they were still teaching Peterhouse undergraduates.
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A day in the life of a
finalist: Pete – Engineer
I can’t believe how fast my four years at
Peterhouse have gone! The engineering
course has been awesome and I’m going
straight into an engineering job with a
company I did work experience with.
Work-wise, I enjoyed the structural
design project best (designing, building
and testing a cantilever arm until it
broke!) but it’s all been good. There’s
support here for you to study to the
highest level but nobody is expecting
you to be superhuman!

Would I choose
Peterhouse again?
Absolutely! Top
location, great
people, excellent
food and
accommodation.
Who wouldn’t?
I’ve made so many friends here. I’d never
rowed before and ended up president of
the College boat club. I also did lots of
technical work in the theatre and was
privileged to go on tour to France with a
production of Richard III. Even when you’re
having fun, you’re developing real-life skills
relevant to work.
Would I choose Peterhouse again?
Absolutely! Top location, great people,
excellent food and accommodation.
Who wouldn’t?

Pete

your future

Academic flexibility, good
pastoral care, great people,
wonderful environment.
Alex
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What can I do next?
Funding
The situation
regarding funding
is changing rapidly
and significantly at
both National and
University level. The
Admissions Office
and University
web-site are good
sources of advice
on current
funding structures
and bursaries.
Peterhouse also
has special funds
available in order
to ensure that
no-one has to leave
their course due to
financial hardship.

If you are predicted high grades at A-Level or their equivalent, we would be
delighted to meet you. Potential applicants can:
• Come to one of our Open Days in May (Mathematics), June or July. Here you will
meet our undergraduates, see around the College, and meet the Admissions Tutors
and teaching staff. See our website at www.pet.cam.ac.uk for details.
• Check our website for detailed information and advice on individual subjects or
phone or email our Admissions Office to clarify individual queries.
• Contact the Tutors for Admissions who will be happy to give you advice, even if
you have not yet made your final choice of subject or College. You may wish to
arrange an appointment to visit them at College. Meetings with teaching staff can
also be arranged.

Teachers
• For specific enquiries, please call or email the Admissions Office. Many queries
can be dealt with immediately.
• The Admissions Tutors are happy to meet with teachers in Cambridge or to discuss
the latest developments in the applications process over the telephone.
• Peterhouse arranges a number of schools visits each year to encourage
high-achieving students to apply to Oxbridge. If you would like either an
Admissions Tutor or the Admissions Coordinator to come to your school, do
make contact with the Admissions Office.
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