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The year in review 2015–2016
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Professor Sir John Meurig Thomas, 
Honorary Fellow, who has been 
awarded the Royal Society Royal 
Medal, 2016

08
Sir William Browne Portrait

10 
Master Bridget Kendall with previous 
Masters Professor Adrian Dixon and 
Professor Sir John Meurig Thomas

On the cover
Professor Adrian Dixon, by Tim Milner,  
Fellow Commoner (m. 1985) (front 
cover) and Thomas Denman, the 
only previous medical Master of 
Peterhouse (back cover) 

06 10
concilivm societatis petraeae

medico doctissimo adriano dixon 
s.p.d

Tradita mox Aedis fuerit custodia Petri

Inque manus cedent tum rata frena nouas.

Inde magisterio tum tandem rite peracto

Otia te Parcae carpere grata sinent.

Ergo tempus adest grates tibi dicere nostras

Pro meritis istis, care Adriane, tuis.

�

Author and translator: Professor Ted Kenney (m. 1953).  

The translation can be found at the end of the Donors’ List.

1986
Mr R.K. Arbuthnott
Mr S. Bhandari
Professor J.A. Chambers
Professor A.K. Dixon
Dr R. Dunford
Mr R.M. Houston
Dr N.G. Jones
Canon Professor J.L. Morgan
Mr W.L. Morys-Carter
Miss V.L. Murray
Mr G.R. Ward
Mr M.B. Williams
1987
Mr N.A. Baylis
Mrs S.E. Burson
Dr N.A. Chambers
Professor M.A. Ferguson-Smith
Professor H. C. Geiges
Miss J.L. Horridge
Mr J.R. Levy
Ms V.L. McLean
Mr R.W. Porter
Dr O.P.A. Schulz-Gardyan
Mr A.L. Simon
Mr J.A.V. Smith
Mr H.R.A. Stotland
Miss P.H. Vanninen
1988
Mr J. Cain
Mrs S.J. Davies
Mrs D. Epurescu
Mr D.P.F. Fagan 
Mrs E.R. Gwynne
Mr S.P. Gwynne
Mr J.R. Jensen
Dr R.J. Leedham
Dr M. Partridge
Ms L.J. Peacock
Dr J.E. Pesce
Mr J.S. Pitman
Mr R.J. Shepherd
Mr S. Vincent
Mr A.J.S. Williams
1989
Mr A.J. Davies
Mr C.J. Howell
Ms R. Kennedy
Dr P.A. Lewis
Dr P.M. Niemann
Mr R.T. Preston
Mr A.A. Seyyad
Mr D.M. Tighe
Dr D.M. Turner
1990
Mr I.G. Biller
Dr D.M. Carter
Dr Y.W. Chen
Dr G.E. Dullerud
Mr M.A.L. Geall  
Mrs J.M. Geall
Mr T.C. Harding
Dr J.E. Huber
Dr C. Lawthom
Mr D. Maturo
Mr M.P. O’Hare
Mr M.E. Palmer
Mrs A.F. Ruckley
Dr M.C. Warren
1991
Mr H. M. Bolton
Mr D.W. Dagnall
Mrs A.L. Fontanelli
Mrs C.C. Guise
Mr D.J. Horwood
Mr P. Jepson
Dr T.P. Marlow
Dr D.J. Martin
Mr C.R.T. Neill
Mrs C.M. O’Hare
Mr G.R. Pooley
Dr E.M. Screen
Mr D. Sidgwick
Dr D.D. Symons
Dr L.J. Woollatt
1992
Dr J.M. Douse
Dr E.J. Emerson
Dr D.J. Galvin
Dr M.S. Grant
Mr C.J. Grieveson
Mr A.A.Y. Jiwaji
The Revd Dr W.R.S. Lamb
Dr F.N. Sethi
Mr C.C.D. Spink
Professor J. Stevens Curl
Mr J.B. Tanter
Mr S.K. Vidyarthi
Mr A.J. Zacharzewski
1993
Miss L.J.C.M. Bober
Mr P.E.H. Davies
Mr A.R. Fearn
Dr A.C. Fry

Mr M.D. Holmes  
Mr C.S. Majernik
Mr A.S. McCullough
Mr L.N. McEwen  
Mrs E.M. McEwen
Mr J.A. McLaughlin
Mr S.P. Parry
Mr A.D. Reynolds
Professor C.D. Rielly
Mrs S.J. Taylor
1994
Mr M.N. Baker
Mr D.M.K. Bisnath
Mr T.F. Charkin 
Mrs L.L. Charkin
Dr C. Clayton
Professor A.M.L. Lever
Mr C.R.G.I. Logan
Dr F.M. Menzies
Mr C. Middleton
Mr G.J. Moreton
Mr R.M. Sempebwa
Mr N. Tallantyre
1995
Mr R.W. Ashforth
Dr K.A. Bornholdt Collins
Miss J. Carlisle
Dr L.I. Garner
Mr J.E.M. Horth
Dr A.E. Hughes
Dr K.M. Jamil
Dr E.P.Y. Kam
Mr J. Kothari
Mr G.J. Lewis
Dr R.S. Moir
Mr M.A. Pelath
Dr L.K. Vaughan
Mr R.N. Williams
1996
Miss R.M. Bastiaenen
Mr D.R. Boon
Mr S.J. Boyden
The Revd Dr G.J.D. Collins
Mr T.A. Cox
Mr R.E.B. Crombie
Miss S. Ewulo
The Revd Dr S.D. Hippisley-Cox
Dr G.L. Hyman
Mr T.D. Martin
Mr P.M. Mawdsley
Mr J.C.R. Meyer
Mrs S.C. Owen
The Revd Dr P.B. Rouch
Dr M.P. Sellars
Mrs C.A. Tallantyre
Dr K.D. Trivedi
1997
Mr P.A. Bartram
Mr W.J. Bradley
Mr O.W. Clarke
Dr D.S. Ginger, Jr 
Mr J.M. Groocock
Mr D.S. Hagen
Mr J.O. Hughes
Miss S.F. Ioannou
Mr R.J.D. Lascelles
Mr F.G.D. Simon
Mrs A. Simon
Mr D. Singh
Dr A.R.K. Spohr
Mr D.T. Wagstaff
1998
Mr D.R. Boardman
Mr D.S.N. Butcher
Dr J.A. Curran
Dr K.M. Cuthill
Mrs A. Dunnett
Dr M.S. Dyer
Mr A.B. Elms
Dr V.A.T. Ginger
The Revd A.R.S. Faludy
Mr A.T.W. Harper
Mr P.D.C. Huggins
Mrs A.H. Jones
Mr J.E.S. Kerton
Ms L.A. O’Gorman
Dr S.J. Pilgrim
Mr G.J. Sutcliffe
Mr S.P. Toyne
Mr P.J. Woolfe
1999
Mr T.T. Balogh
Mr T. Bethel
Mr A.J. Branchflower
Mrs J.R. Blanchflower
Mr K.J. Dalton
Dr S.R.J. George
Dr B.J.G.A. Kress
Mr P.G. Offord
The Revd M. Rowland
Mr M.A. Sauter
Dr G.K.J. Sleat
Dr D.H. Stern

2000
Mr C.J. Bentley
Mr L. Clifford
Mrs C.J. Donaldson
Mrs R.S. Dookhun-Sun
Mr A.M.P. Dos Remedios 
Mrs V.G. Dos Remedios
Mr S.R. Ellis
Dr A.J. Flatt
Mr P.D. Flower
Miss E. Kreling
Dr M.R. Palmer
Dr K.A. Shiels
Mr Y. Sun 
Mr H. Watkinson
2001
Mr J.M. Benford
Mr B.T. Daymond
Mr W.S. Fisher
Miss L.J. Gill
Mr R. M. Hart
Dr G.A. Hill-Cawthorne
Miss S.M.H. Ismar
Mr P.J. O’Hara
Mr J.C. Rene
Dr R.I. Ross Russell
Mr C.J. Swarbrick
Dr A.P. Wagner
Mrs N.J.R.M. Walters
2002
Mr A.C. Bowler
Mr A.J. Collins
Dr K.F. DuBay
The Revd Dr G.J.W. Dumbreck
Miss F.C. Griggs
Dr J. Haywood
Mrs E.M.Y. Marron
Mr K. Richardson
Dr A.M. Spencer
Dr P.G. Turner
Mrs J. Von Kaenel-Flatt
Mr A.P. Wright
Mr X.A. Yan
2003
Mr M.P. Bennett
Mr T.J.G. Booth
Mr J.A.W. Dalton
Mr P.R. Davies
Wing Cmdr G. Doyle
Mr A.C. Gahan
Mr R.S. Hassan
Dr R.J. Lee
Mr J.E.D. Lever
Mr J.E. Manning
Mrs K.A. Overy
Mr P.A.J. Overy
Dr N.K. Panchal
Mr M.W.J. Powell
Mrs L.M. Powell
Mr S. Roberts
Mrs S.M. Thormann
2004
Mr A.R. Campbell
Mr T.J. Cleaver
Mr M.D. Eaton
Mr J.A. Gold
Mr M.S. Jacobs
Miss E.J. Jennings
Mr P.D. Powlesland
Dr H.E. Skelton
Miss R.R.A. Wood
2005
Mr S.J. Cuthbertson 
Dr B.G. Fisher
Mr R.N. German
Mr T. Naish
Miss J.H. Scott-Thompson
Miss N. Shoult
Mr A.W. Smith
Mr G.D. Smith
Dr G.A. Stooke-Vaughan
The Revd Dr T.K. Taylor
Mr C.A. Ziegler
2006
Miss J. Al-Saqlawi
Miss J.V. Ball
Lt General C.C. Brown
Mr M.J. Dunn
Dr L.A. Foster
Dr C.E. Gibson
Miss J. Gonser
Mr O.R. Hart
Miss Y. Kim
Dr S.S. Kirk
Mr J.R. McWilliams
Dr S. Thormann
Mr C.D. White
Mrs H.A. Ziegler
2007
Dr A.R.I. Ahl
Dr I. Berkovich
Mr P.A. Burns
Mr T.J.A. Harley

Dr V.M.Mohr
Miss E.J. Nyman
Mr S.D. Rew
Miss P.  Rojtanongchai
Mr J.A.P. Winchester
2008
Mr M. Ghalanos
Mr J.H.C. Porter
Mr N. Shravat
Mr C.J. Stanton
2009
Mr G. Francis
Dr E. Panzer
Mr B.W. Ryan
Mrs C. Ryan
Miss S. Wettern
2010
Miss K.E. Ashley
Mr A.M. Crook  
Dr B.M.C. Kümpers
Mr A. Lebed
Mrs P.F. Tjoa-Crook
2011
Dr S. Murk Jansen
2012
Mr M.T. Brennan
Mr J. Lewis
Mr O.E. Wettern
2015
Professor H. Chelliah

1931
Mr H.J. Edwards
1938
Mr I.V. Stemson
1940
Professor R.J. Eden
Mr B.R.C. Harrison
1942
Lord Elibank
Mr E.W. Sorensen
1943
Mr R.D.J. Baker
Mr G.P. Davies
1944
Dr L.L. Cohen
1945
Sir Michael Franklin
1948
Mr A.G. Bowden
Dr B.A.J. Newton
1949
Mr K.W. Addis
Mr B. Davies
1950
Mr D.J.M. Kitson
Mr M.W. Rodd
Mr M.R. Sharman
1951
Mr B.J. Cryer
Mr D.G. Ward
1952
Mr N.J. Barker
Mr D.G. Harper
Mr D.R. Kaye
1953
Wing Cmdr D.M.F. Bright
Mr R.H.A. Forbes
Professor C.W. Gear
The Rt Hon. Lord Lloyd  

of Berwick
Mr A.M. Smith
1954
Professor C. Collard
Mr T.J.R. Gurney
Mr W.M. Herten
Dr T.G. Hewlett
Mr S.J. Osmond
1955
Mr P.R. Bielby
Mr O.M. Davies
Mr D.R. Judd
1956
Professor D.H. Cormack
Professor R.K. Donovan
Mr M.L. Owens
1957
Mr P.J. Attenborough
Mr P.G. Buckland
Dr C.C. Hemmings
Mr A. Henderson
Mr R. Minor
Mr D.R. Strangwayes-Booth
Mr A.J. Williams

Friends
Anonymous
Professor J. Basker
Professor J. Binney
Professor Dr M. Dahlan
Dr G. Flick
Mrs A. Higham (in memory of  

the late Mr D. Higham)
Mr A. and Mrs C. Jepson
Dr C. and Mrs L. Lott
Mr T. Murphy
Mrs M. Nelson (in memory of  

the late Hon. D.A. Nelson)

1958
Dr J.A. Baylis
Mr R.H. Burchett
Dr C.J. Carter
Mr P.F. Clayton
Dr J.K. Dugdale
Mr J.J. Greenwood
Mr K.P. O’Sullivan
Mr M.G. Sansbury
1959
Mr M.G. Allen
Dr R.C. Godfrey
Mr M.T.I. Gunby
Mr R.W. Noades
1960
Mr C.C.McC. Arnold
Professor M.J. Jeffreys
Mr M.J. Lunan
Mr J.M. Maskell
Mr C.F. Woodhouse
1961
Mr G.H. Cadwallader
Mr C.L. Cram
Mr H.H. Shipley
Mr B.S. Walling
1962
Mr R. S. Edler
Dr M.C. Hayes-Allen
Dr J. Isenberg
Mr R.J.B. MacDowell
Mr C.W. Pagan
Mr K.C. Rudd
1963
Dr D.A. Towell
1964
Mr I.MacD. Craighead
Mr A.M. Downing
Dr J.J.A. Howarth
Mr J.N. Macgillivray
Major J.T. Yerbury
1966
Dr M.P. Bristol
Dr A.J.G. Gray
Dr G.J. Hunt
Major General N.W.F. Richards
Mr N.W. Stevenson-Watt
1967
Mr H.A. Collins
Mr R.N. Mather
1968
Mr W.J. Davies
Mr M.J. Prue
Mr A.C. D’O. Ransom
Mr C.P. Rawling
Dr M.P. Read
1969
Mr B.C. Cooke
1970
Mr R. Cohen
Mr A.S. Jones
1971
Mr L.D. Smith
1972
Mr J.J. Howarth
Mr J.D. Whitehorn
Mr T.A. Woolley
1973
Mr A.P.V. Lee
Professor D.P. Smyth

1974
Mr D.R. Gardiner
1975
Mr M.P. Duffy
1976
Mr A.S. Clark
Mr M.P.W. Egan
Mr T.G. Hone
Mr J.C. Lotherington
1977
Mr S.R. Bennett
Mr D. Cooper
1978
The Revd Dr M.P. Cullinan
Mr J.A. McNaught-Davis
1979
Dr J.D. Sleath
Mr M.S. Smith
1981
Dr M.W. Dash
Mr D.B. Staveley-Taylor
1982
Lord Black of Brentwood
Mr T.A. Cotterell
Mr R.M. Horn
1983
Mr M.E.C. More  

O’Ferrall
Mr J.R.P. Sentance
1984
Mr M.J.A. Asif
Dr N.G. Hartman
1985
Mr J.M.V. Sharp
1986
Mr R.M. Houston
Canon Professor J.L.  

Morgan
1987
Dr M.A. Earnshaw
1988
Dr M. Partridge
Dr J.E. Pesce
1989
Dr P.M. Niemann
1993
Dr C.J.M. Addyman
1994
Mr D.M.K. Bisnath
1997
Mr C.J. Caulfield
1999
Mr W.B.S. Ford
2002
Mr A.J. Collins
2003
Dr K. Collins
Mr R.S.G. Grigson
Mr J.E. Manning
Mrs K.A. Overy
Mr P.A.J. Overy
2004
Mr J.A. Gold

Plus a number of  
anonymous legacies

The Late Mrs I. Reed  
(in memory of the late  
Mr N.H. Reed m. 1963)

Mrs C. Steizer
Direct TV
Exxon Mobil Foundation Inc.
Friends of Peterhouse
Sancroft International  

Limited
The David Ross Foundation
The Horne Family Charitable 

Foundation

From the Council of the Peterhouse Society
To the most learned doctor Adrian Dixon

Many Greetings

Shortly the custodianship of the house of Peter 
will have been handed over and the authorised 
control will have been ceded into other hands.

From then on your Mastership will have been  
duly seen through and the fates will allow you 

to enjoy your merited leisure.

Therefore the time is here to utter our thanks 
to you for these merits, dear Adrian.

WSS�
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The Mastership
Electing a Master

A new Master was sworn in last July. The Master (or 
Keeper) of Peterhouse is chosen by the Fellows who 
are members of the Governing Body. It is not possible 
to give any Master of Peterhouse a number in an ab 
initio sequence, for we do not know the name of the 
first Master. The new Master, is, reckoned inclusively, 
the fifty-second since Gerard de Hoo, the first recorded, 
in 1290.

Of Gerard’s successors the Fellows have 
had the final choice in only the small 
proportion that has held office since the  
last quarter of the nineteenth century. 
Before that the Old Statutes prescribed  
that two candidates should be elected for 
presentation to the Bishop of Ely as Visitor 
and that he should make the final choice. 
There were occasions when ‘a stretch of 
power’ by the Visitor or another with the 
force to do so imposed a Master. In 1788, 
however, the Fellows put up one candidate 
they wanted and one clearly not wanted. 
The Bishop, piqued that his own relation 
had been expelled by the Fellows after he 
had nominated him contrary to Statute, 
chose the latter, Francis Barnes, then in  
his forties. Barnes lived long: the ‘wrong 
man’ reigned for fifty years.

The Bishop is nowadays, however, not 
totally excluded from the process. If, after 
three elections, the Fellows have failed  
to agree, even by a majority vote, the 
Bishop is to nominate, though the business 
has never reached this crisis because the 
Fellows do not proceed to the formal 
election until they are sure of a majority,  
if not a unanimity, for one candidate.

The formal election is prescribed by 
Statute and normally takes place in the 
College Chapel. ‘The senior Fellow 
present, and after him the other Fellows in 
their order, shall then make the following 
declaration: “I, M.N., do solemnly declare 
that without fear or favour I will choose  
as Master the person that shall be in my 
judgment most fit to secure the good 

government of the College as a place of 
education, religion, learning and research”. 
They then vote on paper. The junior 
Fellow then reads aloud the votes of all the 
Fellows, and if a majority of the Fellows 
present are in favour of one person, the 
senior Fellow present pronounces that 
candidate elected.

The formal election is prescribed by 
Statute and normally takes place in the 
College Chapel.

Simon Montacute, Bishop of Ely
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Elections nowadays are preceded by 
informal meetings of the elector Fellows 
over several months to discuss nominations 
and, since 1992/93, also by interviews 
before the whole electing Fellowship of the 
candidates, internal or external, who, in 
their absence, have survived its scrutiny. 
Interviews were earlier thought to be 
undignified and candidates were, it was 
claimed, not aware that they were being 
considered: only the winner knew that he 
had been chosen. The electors were pressed 
to secrecy; but the reality was extremely 
probably otherwise – at least for certain 
electors. Some internal elections, however, 
even in the twentieth century, were rapid. 
In 1937 Sir William Birdwood announced 
his intention within six months to retire as 
Master of Peterhouse. Ten of the Fellows,  
a majority, then wrote to one of their 
number, Harold Temperley, declaring  
their intention to vote for him. On 15 
November, 1954 Paul Vellacott died in 
office, not unexpectedly. On the following 
6 December the electors proposed Herbert 
Butterfield and he underwent formal 
election on 17 January, 1955. The Fellows 
had already, in October 1967, sought 
authority for a change in the Statutes that 

allowed Charles Burkill, though over  
the then retirement age, to be elected  
on Butterfield’s resignation in  
September 1968.

Only one account of a formal election 
meeting has come to light: it was in 1900. 
The undergraduates came back for 
Michaelmas Term and found that the very 
popular Master, Dr Porter, was already 
dead when they had not even known that 
he was ill. When it came to the election, 
first there was a religious service attended 
by almost all of the College. Then all 
except the Fellows withdrew. The result, 
the election of Adolphus Ward, was greeted 
by cheers and rattles from undergraduates 
on the Chapel roof. This practice has not 
been known in elections in living memory 
– and, anyway, the undergraduates should 
not have been up there. 		  P.P.

The electors were pressed to 
secrecy; but the reality was 
extremely probably otherwise.

Peterhouse Chapel

The original statute laying down the process for the election of a new Master
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History
Historians at Peterhouse

The academic study of History at Peterhouse has  
long enjoyed a distinguished reputation. Peterhouse 
has been the home of some of the finest historians  
of the past century, including Herbert Butterfield,  
Tony Wrigley and Maurice Cowling, who have  
been influential in shaping the development of the 
modern historical profession. 

The pursuit of excellence in both teaching 
and research that drove the careers of  
these former Petrean scholars has remained 
the clear motivation of our more recent 
Fellows. Peterhouse currently boasts a 
History Department of five, comprising  
four Fellows and a College Lecturer. Their 
research interests range from the democracy 
of classical Athens (Dr Hooper), to migration 
in southern Africa (Dr Groves), to the 
relationship between the German ‘Grand 
Strategy’ and wider Europe (Prof Simms), 
taking in along the way the history of 
medieval political thought (Dr Ryan) and  
the theology and science of the Renaissance 
and Scientific Revolution (Mr Mandelbrote). 
This diversity of specialities within a single 
discipline means that our History students 
can be supervised in College for many of 
their papers and so benefit from a close 
working relationship throughout their degree 
with experts in their field of interest. In 
addition to support from the Fellows, our 
students are excellently resourced in their 
access to books and journals. The Ward 
Library – named after a former Master and 
one of the editors of The Cambridge 
Modern History – houses one of the most 
complete collections of modern historical 
literature in the University, tailored to the 
needs of students of History at Cambridge. 

That our students want to excel in their 
study of History is demonstrated by their 
active participation in The Peterhouse 
History Society, which meets regularly and  
is organised by our undergraduates. It  
invites distinguished speakers from outside 
Cambridge to talk about their work in an 
informal setting, with the aim of allowing 
students to engage with a variety of new 
work unencumbered by the requirements  
of Tripos. In the past year, the society has 
hosted talks on International Adoption and 
Inter-War Diplomacy, as well as a joint event 

with the Politics Society about the ‘True 
History of Margaret Thatcher’ given by her 
official biographer, Charles Moore. All 
current members of the College are invited 
to attend these talks, enabling students from 
other disciplines to broaden their academic 
horizons and engage critically with an 
expert from a field other than their own. 

The academic support available for 
Peterhouse historians is yielding impressive 
results. This year’s cohort of History finalists 
achieved a starred first, three firsts and three 
2:1s, placing the College at the top of the 

The History Faculty at 
the University is in an 
exciting time of change, 
with the introduction of 
two new courses: History 
and Politics, and History 
and Modern Languages. The 
aim of these courses is to 
encourage undergraduates 
to acknowledge the 
interdisciplinary aspects  
of historical enquiry and  
also to recognize the  
historical foundations of  
other major disciplines. 

Professor Brendan Simms, Dr Thomas Hooper, Dr Zoe Groves, Mr Scott Mandelbrote, Dr Magnus Ryan

Part II rankings for History. Whilst these 
excellent final results are quite rightly 
celebrated, their Directors of Studies have 
also been delighted to see undergraduates 
improving steadily throughout their time 
at the College. On at least two fronts those 
improvements have been facilitated by the 
deeply appreciated generosity of former 
members of the College. All those who 
achieved a first in finals had benefitted 
from College grants to undertake foreign 
language study; two who chose to do a 
dissertation and gained good first class 
marks for their work were only able to  
do the necessary archival work abroad  
due to grants from the College, funded by 
alumni. It is encouraging to see how the 
ongoing partnership between Petreans  
past and present is helping to ensure that 
Peterhouse can uphold its excellent 
reputation.

The hard work continues for historians  
at Peterhouse, but there are also some  
new ventures afoot. The History Faculty  
at the University is in an exciting time of 
change, with the introduction of two new 
courses: History and Politics, and History 
and Modern Languages. The aim of these 
courses is to encourage undergraduates to 
acknowledge the interdisciplinary aspects 
of historical enquiry and also to recognize 
the historical foundations of other major 
disciplines. In both senses, the new courses, 
for which Peterhouse will be inviting 
applications in the coming admissions 
round, will allow our undergraduates to 
pursue new avenues of historical research.
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The Royal Society Royal Medal 2016
Congratulations to Professor Sir John 
Meurig Thomas, Honorary Fellow, 
who has been awarded the Royal 
Medal 2016, for his ‘pioneering  
work within catalytic chemistry,  
in particular on single-site 
heterogeneous catalysts, which  
have had a major impact on green 
chemistry, clean technology and 
sustainability’ (Royal Society).

Clockwise from top left:
Sir John Meurig Thomas pictured 
with Peterhouse Fellow, Professor 
Paul Midgley, and Petreans  
Mr Duncan Johnstone and  
Dr Rowan Leary; Sir John Meurig 
Thomas receiving the Royal Medal;
Sir John Meurig Thomas with The 
Master, Bridget Kendall, and his wife 
Professor Jehane Nour El Din Ragai 
on the occasion of a reception in 
Peterhouse to celebrate his award. 

Awards & Research

Engineering in Agriculture 
Andre Rosendo, Research Associate at 
Peterhouse, has been working on how 
robotics can be used in farming and how 
advanced engineering may be the solution 
for the sustainable intensification of 
agriculture. His research was significantly 
helped by the Garden Steward and the 
team of gardeners who took great care of 
his lettuces, an integral part of his project. 

“Robot helpers will increase the 
productivity and life quality of agricultural 
workers and help to deliver the sustainable 
intensification of agriculture that will be 
needed to help feed a growing population 
while minimising the impact on the 
environment. Smart robots that run on 
battery power rather than fossil fuels could 
also be part of the solution for a cleaner, 
greener future.”
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“Has imaging become too effective?” 
Professor Adrian Dixon speaks at the British Institute of Radiology Toshiba Mayneord 
lecture on Tuesday 7 June 2016, in Liverpool. Professor Dixon was presented with the 
Toshiba Mayneord Award after the lecture. 

Dénes König Prize 
Congratulations to Lutz Warnke, Senior Research 
Associate of Peterhouse, who has been awarded 
the 2016 Dénes König Prize for his contribution to 
the study of random graph processes. The Society 
for Industrial and Applied Mathematics (SIAM) 
Activity Group on Discrete Mathematics (SIAG/DM) 
Dénes König Prize, established in 2007, is awarded 
biennially to an early career researcher or group of 
researchers for outstanding research.

Vice-Chancellor’s Impact Award 2016 
Congratulations to Dr Mari Jones, Fellow of 
Peterhouse, and University Reader in French 
Linguistics and Language Change, who has 
been awarded the Vice-Chancellor’s Impact 
Award for the School of Arts and Humanities 
for her work in support of the revitalisation of 
Jersey Norman French. 

‘Norman French has been spoken in Jersey  
for over 1,000 years. Today, however, this 
language (Jèrriais to its speakers) is 
obsolescent: spoken by some 1% of the 
population. The research of Dr Mari Jones  
has sought to preserve Jèrriais and has 
helped raise the profile of the language  
within Jersey and beyond, with impacts on 
local and national media, language policy  
and education, and cultural identity and 
development.’ (Cambridge University Website). 

Professor Phil Woodland 
Professor Phil Woodland, Professorial Fellow 
of Peterhouse and Head of Cambridge 
University’s Machine Intelligence Laboratory, 
has been elected to a Fellowship of the Royal 
Academy of Engineering.

Professor Steven Connor
Professor Steven Connor, Professorial Fellow 
and Tutor for Graduate Affairs, has been 
elected to a British Academy Fellowship. 
Fellows are elected ‘in recognition of their 
outstanding contribution to research’.



 
 

BRIDGET KENDALL’S FIRST DAY AS MASTER
The new Master, Bridget Kendall, took office on Friday 1 July. One 
of her first acts was to invite the members of the MCR Committee to 
join her and her partner, Amanda Farnsworth, for lunch in the 
Master’s Lodge. That evening she hosted a reception in the 
Master’s garden followed by a buffet supper in Hall for all the 
graduates and undergraduates still in residence. From left to right: 
Laura-Nadine Schuhmacher, Laura Masullo, Rachel Katz, Monique 
Merchant, Leonardo Paoli, The Master, Amanda Farnsworth, 
Frederik Van Loock, Simone Hanebaum, Philipp-Maximilian Jacob, 
Christina Tsaknaki,  Myles Nadarajah.

The year in pictures  

GIFT FOR THE ARCHIVE 
Earlier this year we were delighted to receive some papers 
from Mr Anthony J. Mellor (m. 1959). He had bought them 
many years ago from a friend because of their connection 
with the College. The College archivist Dr Roger Lovatt was 
particularly pleased as they are unique to our collection. 
They are letters of recommendation for Petreans seeking 
ordination signed by the Master and Fellows of the time – a 
fascinating insight into College correspondence that would 
otherwise have been lost to us. One of the letters has the 
signatures of the Beaumont father (Joseph) and son 
(Charles) who built what is now the Master’s Lodge in 1702 
– though at the time they appended their signatures to this 
letter (April 1698) they were presumably living in College, 
the Master in the rooms that are now the Parlours and the 
Dean’s set. The other letter, dated 1800, has the signature  
of Francis Barnes – the Master who was notoriously 
appointed against the will of the Fellows and lived to be 
Master for 50 years. 
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SIR WILLIAM BROWNE 
PORTRAIT
Professor Adrian Dixon 
retired from the 
Mastership at the end of 
June 2016. He was only 
the second medical 
Master we have had at 
Peterhouse.  There have, 
however, been some very 
distinguished medical 
Petreans in the five 
hundred years that 
separate the Masterships 
of Thomas Denman  
and Adrian Dixon, and  
we were offered the 
opportunity to purchase  

a portrait of one of them, Sir William Browne, FRS, PRCP (1692–1774).  William 
Browne clearly had an affection for the College as he left money for a scholarship 
as well as the fine silver-gilt cup which is brought out on special occasions. His 
portrait is by Thomas Hudson, one of the finest English portraitists of the mid 18th 
century.  (Hudson’s pupils included Joshua Reynolds and his portrait of Handel is 
one of the treasures of the National Portrait Gallery.) The opportunity to secure 
portraits of Petreans by major artists comes round exceptionally rarely, so we 
were keen not to let this pass. We are very grateful to the many Petrean medics 
who made this purchase possible. 



 
 

UNIVERSITY CHALLENGE 
Huge congratulations to the Peterhouse University 
Challenge Team, winners of season 45 (2015/16). The 
team, made up of Thomas Langley (m. 2013, reading 
History), Oscar Powell (m. 2013, reading Natural 
Sciences), Team Captain Hannah Woods (m. 2013, 
reading History for a Ph.D.), and Julian Sutcliffe  
(m. 2014, reading History) defeated St John’s College, 
Oxford with a comfortable 215 points to 30.  
The trophy is now on display in the Porter’s Lodge.

Oscar, Julian, Hannah and Thomas with Jeremy Paxman 
and the trophy
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PERUTZ LECTURE
On Wednesday 10 February 2016, Peterhouse, in partnership  
with the Austrian Cultural Forum, hosted another Perutz lecture. 
We were delighted to welcome Michel Goedert (MRC Laboratory 
of Molecular Biology, Cambridge University) as guest speaker, 
who delivered a fascinating talk on ‘Exciting progress in 
understanding Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s diseases.’

BOAT RACE 2016
On Sunday 27 March 2016, Cambridge  
won the 162nd Men’s Boat Race, beating 
Oxford by two and a half lengths. We  
were delighted that in the boat rowing at 
number 4 was a Petrean, Clemens Auersperg 
(m. 2015), and our congratulations go to him  
and the rest of the team. Clemens was  
the first recipient of a Graduate Sports 
Scholarship, generously funded by Petreans. 
If you would like to know more about how 
you can contribute to the Graduate Sports 
Scholarship Fund, please contact Ann Munro 
at ann.munro@pet.cam.ac.uk
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What we did with your money

Regular donations of any size make a significant 
difference to the finances of the College. For example, 
the donations received for Graduate Studentships last 
year were equal to what we might have received from 
an increase in our endowment of over £1.5 million! 

The knowledge that many Petreans had 
pledged regular amounts varying from under 
£10 to over £200 a month enabled us to 
commit to funding four more graduate 
students than we would otherwise have been 
able to do. The principal Arts funding body 
has now reduced its funding for Masters 
students to almost zero, yet it continues to 
demand that applicants for Ph.D funding  
are in possession of a Masters degree, which 
effectively prevents students without the 
resources to support themselves for a year 
from applying to do a Ph.D. We were very 
grateful that, thanks to the generosity of so 
many Petreans, we did not have to turn away 
anyone who we felt deserved an award. 

Last year the College’s contribution to the 
Cambridge Undergraduate Bursary Scheme 
was over £80,000, providing support to  
59 students 38 of whom qualified for the 
maximum grant. The Cambridge Bursary 
Scheme has replaced the Newton Trust 
Bursary scheme and is the centrally managed 
scheme by which Colleges provide means-
tested funding for their undergraduates. 
Annual donations from Petreans towards 
student hardship, from the Friends of 
Peterhouse,  as well as the income from 
dedicated funds such as the Dick and Edna 

Airey Fund and the Postan Fund, enable  
us to participate fully without depleting  
our endowment.

In addition, thanks to the generosity of 
Petreans, the College has other funds at its 
disposal to assist students in financial 
difficulties, not all of whom would 
necessarily qualify for the very restrictive 
means-tested Bursary scheme. It is important 
to the College that no student should be 
prevented from performing at their best 
because of financial worries. Some of these 
funds are targeted at students reading for 
specific subjects, such as the Jepson Fund  
and the Plevy Newman Fund for medics or 
the Cowling Fund for historians, others  
are general. The calls on these funds can be  
many and various. We also have a fund – the 
Kidd Bequest – which specifically subsidises 
students who wish to stay in College to 
study during the vacation. There are 
increasing numbers of students wishing to 
stay in College for part or all of the vacations 
so what is left from the income from the 
hardship funds tends to be used to subsidise 
students in the relevant subjects. Last year  
the total subsidy came to over £35,000. 

Last year the College’s contribution to 
the Cambridge Undergraduate Bursary 
Scheme was over £80,000.

Thanks to donations from PAC Bruckmann 
and others we are also able to assist our 
students to travel abroad. A total of just 
under £33,000 was disbursed in grants to  
50 students enabling them to undertake 
foreign travel for a wide range of academic 
reasons, including presenting papers at 
conferences, attending language courses in 
languages from Latin to modern Chinese, 
and undertaking research trips to 
Switzerland, Norway, China, and North 
America among others. A further £10,600 
was given to 27 students for non-academic 
related travel all over the world – Europe, 
Africa, the Middle East, and the Far East.

Donations to these funds are always 
welcome and do much to enhance  
students’ lives while they are in Peterhouse. 
Unrestricted donations are also very 
welcome as they enable the College to be 
more flexible and to react to needs as they 
arise. A major source of unrestricted funds 
each year is the annual telephone campaign 
in January. Unrestricted donations are then 
distributed between projects on a list agreed 
by the Governing Body. This year for 
example funds were used to complete the 

Thomas Langley (m. 2013) (left) and Eloise Davies (m. 2013) (centre) attending an Intensive 
Latin Course in Rome

Ali Boyle, one of the first recipients of the new-
style Peterhouse Graduate Studentship in 2012, 
was recently offered a Research Fellowship at 
two different Colleges – a great endorsement of 
our assessment of her potential!
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landscaping around the Whittle Building, to 
fund a further three Peterhouse Graduate 
Sports Scholarships, to subsidise vacation 
residence via the Kidd Bequest, and to 
provide a fund for the Admissions Tutors  
to support outstanding overseas candidates  
who are otherwise unlikely to be able to 
fulfil their financial requirements to gain 
admission to the University. The remainder 
was allocated to the Chapel Fund and to  
the Organ Fund.

In 2011 friends of Neil Plevy donated 
£3,250 for a bench in his honour and it was 
agreed that the surplus would be put towards 
the landscaping around the new building. 
The landscaping in Gisborne Court has been 
completed, but there remains the garden area 
between the Whittle and Fen Court.

One of the important metrics for the 
College is the percentage of Petreans that 
support the College. Another is of course 
the actual amount raised, especially when  
we have a specific target to reach, but it is 
the so called ‘participation rate’ that gives  
us credibility in our discussions within the 
University and with external funders. This 
year we have given ourselves the target of 
finding an additional 200 donors – will you 
help us reach it?  Participation may become 
even more important after the Fundraising 
Preference Service comes into force. 
Unfortunately the Service as currently 
proposed does not distinguish between 
organisations with a membership structure 
(such as educational institutions) and other 
charities. Nor does it appear to distinguish 
between alumni relations and fundraising 
communications.  When it comes into force 
we may only be able to check the intentions 
of those who have given us donations in  
the past. 

1284�

WSS�

Peterhouse 
Development
The Telephone Campaign
This year the annual telephone campaign raised a 
total of £163,992.52 (£193,307.77 including Gift Aid) – 
our best year to date! We were assisted by twelve 
student callers who made 354 calls to members, with 
70.9% of those called contributing to the campaign. 
This was a splendid result with Peterhouse having 
one of the highest participation rates of any College 
in Cambridge or Oxford. The money raised was 
divided between Graduate Studentships, Student 
Hardship, the renovation of the Snetzler organ, and 
College Libraries. 

The 1284 Circle
There are a number of Petreans who  
give annual amounts between £1,284  

and £5,000 and in 2015 we created the 1284 Circle to 
thank them for their generous support. Membership 
is open to anyone for the year in which their 
donations total between £1,284 and £5,000. This year 
members were invited to a lunch in College and 
received preferential booking for events held by the 
Peterhouse Society. Membership of the Circle is 
increasing steadily and we had 12 more members 
this year than in 2015.

William Stone Society
The William Stone Society was set up  
to thank those who have chosen to 

remember the College in their wills. It is named in 
honour of William Stone whose magnificent bequest 
in 1959 served to transform the College. Members 
and their spouses or partners were invited to the 
same lunch as the 1284 Circle, which was held in 
College during the University Alumni Weekend in 
September. Legacies received by the College 
between 1 October 2015 and 30 September 2016 
totalled £632,487. 

Bequests are a very helpful source of income for the 
College and can enable donors to do something they 
would have had difficulty doing in their lifetimes. In 
May and June we conducted a Legacy Campaign to 
encourage members to leave a legacy to the 
College. A total of 147 calls were made, with 98 
members expressing an interest. The Campaign was 
very successful with £246,500 in legacy gifts being 
pledged during the calling period as well as a 
number of pledges of a fixed percentage of the 
estate. The latter ensure that the estate will qualify 
for the tax benefits associated with leaving a 
percentage of the estate to a registered charity.  
A further £86,000 was pledged after the calling 
period had finished. 

Law Lecture
Dr Roderick Munday, the College’s first law Fellow, 
retired at the end of the academic year and a 
number of Petreans contacted us about the 
possibility of establishing an annual law lecture in 
his name, affording the opportunity to invite leading 
academic lawyers and practitioners to explore 
topics related to Dr Munday’s own areas of interest. 
We are currently planning the inaugural lecture and 
further details will follow in due course. The appeal 
raised over £50,000 so the lecture series will run for 
many years to come.

Cataloguing project of modern Peterhouse  
archive complete
Thanks to the persistence and generosity of Adrian 
Clark (m. 1976) the cataloguing of the modern 
Peterhouse archive is almost complete. The College 
has been able to employ the highly experienced 
University archivist, Dr Elisabeth Leedham-Green,  
on a part-time basis for several years to catalogue 
and preserve the collections of papers held in the 
Ward Library. They are now on Janus – the online 
catalogue of Cambridge archives – which has 
resulted in an increased number of enquiries from 
scholars from around the world.

Progress on the organ
The decision to revive the plans to restore the organ 
earlier this year was part of a wider focus on the 
fabric of the Chapel as a whole now that the Whittle 
Building has been paid for. As well as essential 
maintenance such as replacing the now perished 
aluminium covering on the roof with more traditional 
lead, we will be considering what can be done 
internally to improve the lighting of the Chapel and 
restore the acoustic. The installation of the restored 
organ will take place when that work is completed. 
We are currently in extensive discussions with 
organists, potential organ builders, organ advisers 
and others to determine the best solution for the 
restoration of the organ. Central to any scheme  
are, of course, the listed case and the ten surviving 
Snetzler stops. Any proposal must appreciate the 
importance of the organ to the College and expand 
the Snetzler core sympathetically in ways that 
celebrate the original and preserve it for future 
generations to enjoy without limiting its use as an 
accompaniment to choral services in the Chapel – 
which is its core purpose. 

Adam Smith (m. 2015) filming in China
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The Peterhouse Society 2016

The Annual Gathering, Saturday 25 June 2016
The 2016 Gathering repeated its format of previous 
years, with returning Petreans enjoying a programme 
of tours, lectures and talks, followed by the Peterhouse 
Society Annual Dinner in Hall. Accommodation was 
also available, allowing guests to take full advantage 
of their weekend in Cambridge. This year predictably 
saw an increase in numbers, as it was Professor 
Dixon’s last Gathering as Master of the College. 
Guests also enjoyed musical accompaniment to  
dinner from Voces Petrensium, the alumni choir, a 
performance we hope they will repeat in 2017. 

The 2017 Gathering is on Saturday 1 July

Ladies’ Plate 60th Anniversary weekend, Saturday 9 
April 2016 (by Ian Dodds, m. 1952)
On April 9 2016 the “1956 Group” held its 60th 
anniversary reunion dinner. We were able to 
experience that wonderful continuity of enthusiasm 
and effort which continues to sustain our Club. Each 
successive year owes so much to those who went 
before. The ’56 crew certainly did! That boat won the 
Fairbairn, got its oars in the Lents and the Mays and 
then took the Ladies’ Plate at Henley. Many members 
stayed in College for the weekend, enjoying the 
opportunity to not only dine in College, but also take 
the boats out on Sunday morning after Chapel.

K.E.Ashley  L.Huthmacher B.M.Lippard L.J.Suess  C.B.Hall N.A.I.Friend  S.S.Friend  J.I.H.Friend M.A.Hirst
A.R.Campbell E.M.Y.Marron M.A.Schacker A.K.Pitts  S.J.Osmond T.J.R.Gurney C.E.Lippard S.C.Neville  J.D.Harrison M.P.Harrison D.S.Davies  E.A.Ridley B.Heal 

P.M.Hewltt E.C.Hudson L.N.P.Schumacher F.F.Suess C.A.Ziegler P.A.J.Overy A.J.Collins J.M.T.Ambrose M.J.Hart A.S.Lebed A.L.Bell A.J.Jenkins T.M.N.Askwith A.M.Lyon A.J.A.Muston
R.Hewlett H.A.Ziegler L.V.Brown L.Harris D.J.van Rest K.M.L.Fawkner-Jones D.K.J.Davidson C.E.Forshaw R.J.Bell B.J.Smith V.A.Dodds M.R.Harper S.C.Metcalf

R.E.Elphick E.Elphick C.E.Phelps J.E.Phelps T.G.Hewlett B.W.Oxley J.M.Oxley A.K.Dixon C.W.Gear S.M.Murk Jansen M.Frost A.M.Smith J.I.Dodds D.S.Harper P.C.J.Metcalf
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House of Lords Wine Tasting Dinners, Friday 23 
October 2015 and Friday 29 April 2016
Following the success of the 2013 wine tasting 
dinner, The Peterhouse Society were keen to repeat 
the occasion in October 2015. The current Chairman 
of the Society, Lord Thomas of Gresford (m. 1955), 
kindly offered to host the dinner in the grand 
surroundings of the House of Lords. The dinner also 
provided an opportunity to celebrate the contribution 
that Dr Roderick Munday, senior Fellow, Steward 
and Wine Steward, had made to the College. The 
event sold out almost immediately, resulting in a 
second dinner in April 2016. Lord Thomas of Gresford 
(m.1955), once again hosted the dinner, while  
Dr Munday led the wine tasting. We were delighted 
to see so many Petreans take the opportunity to 
enjoy such a splendid dining experience. 

Stoke Poges, Saturday 23 July 2016
The Peterhouse Society hosted a unique visit to 
Stoke Poges to commemorate the 300th anniversary 
of the birth of Thomas Gray. Petreans and their 
spouses, partners and friends met for a most 
enjoyable day in the beautiful setting of Stoke  
Poges. Our thanks to Robin Russell Jones (m.1966), 
who generously hosted the group and ensured  
the day went without a hitch.

Cambridge from memory 

Taken prisoner by the Japanese after the fall of Singapore in 1942, Stephen Alexander (m. 1937) 
created this perspective map of Cambridge with the help of other Cambridge POWs in Hindato 
Camp probably sometime around Christmas 1943. He later wrote Sweet Kwai, Run Softly about 
his wartime experiences. The original of the map is in the Imperial War Museum and this copy 
was given to the College by his son Gustave (Gus) Alexander (m.1967). 

The Master reading the Elegy in the churchyard
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